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IN THE CLAIMS ; 

Please amend fhe claims as follows: 

1. (Previously Presented) A door handle assembly comprising: 

a housing including a first outer wall defining a first aperture therein, a 
second out^ wall defining a second aperture thanein» and a partition wall between said 
first and second outer walls, said partition wall defining a projection extending toward 
said second outo- wall, wherein said first aperture, said second aperture and said 
pFcgection are in substantial axial alignment; 

a latch handle defining a latch handle projection received in one of said 
q>erture$ of said first and second outer watts and a latch handle aperture receiving said 
partitioned wall projection therein, said latch handle having an extension thei^f 
spanning said partition wall; 

a lock lever defining a lock lever projection received in the other of said 
apertures in said outer walls, and defining a lock lever aperture recdving said projection 
of said partition wall; and 

wherdn said lock lever is disposed in a chamber defined between said 
partition ivall and said secmd outo- wall, said latch handle has a panel extending into said 
cfaamb^, and said lock lever is disposed between said panel and said second outer wail. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 
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5. (Previously Presented) The door handle assembly of claim 1, said lock 
lever defining a ran]p4ike surface adjacent said lock lever apoture, said ramp-like 
sur&ce aoglii^ outwardly from an inner portion of said lock lever toward said lock lever 
apofture. 

6. (Previously Presented) The door handle assembly of claim 1, said seccxnd 
outer wall definii^ a ramp^like sur&oe angling inwardly in said chamber fiom an outer 
edge of said second wall to said aperture defined in said second outer wall 

7. (Previously Presented) The door handle assembly of claim 1, said 
projection of said lock lever having an inner portion thereof that ang^^ outwardly in said 
chamber in a direction toward said second outer wall. 

8. (Original) The door handle assembly of daim 7, said second outer 
wall defining a ramp-like sur&ce anglhig inwardly in said chamber from an outer edge of 
said second wall to said aperture defined in said second outer wall. 

9. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 7, said lock lever 
defining a ramp-like sur&ce adjacent said lock lever ap^ture, said ramp-like surface 
angling outwardly fiom an inner portion of said lock lev^ toward said lock lever 
apefture. 

10. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 9, said second outer 
wall defining a ramp-like surface angling inwardly in said chamber fix>m an outer edge of 
said second wall to said aperture defined in said second outer wall. 
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1 ) . (Previously Presented) A vehicle door handle assembly, comprising: 

a housing having first and second outer and a partitian wall defining 
a first cbamber between said first outer wall and said partition wall and a second chamber 
between said second outer wall and said partition wall, said first outer wall defining a 
first outer wall aperture, said second <mter wall defining a second outer wall aperture and 
a said partition wall defining a projection extending into said second chamber, said first 
outer wall aperture, said second outer wall aperture and said projection of said partition 
wall behig substantially coaxial; 

a latch handle configured to be received substantially in said first diamber 
and having an extension diereof spanning said partition wall and a panel fix>m said 
extension disposed in said second diamber, said latch handle defining a latch handle 
projection received in said first outer wall aperture and a latch handle ap^ture in said 
panel receiving said partition wall projectioi^ and 

a locic lever configured to be reorived in said second dumber, said lock 
lever being disposed between said partition wall and said second outer wall, said lock 
lever defining a lock lever aperture for receiving said partition wail projection and a lock 
lever projection received in said second outer wall aperture, such that said lock lever is 
further disposed between said panel and said second wall. 

12. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, including a spring 
biasing said latch handle. 

13. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 1 1^ including a r^ilient 
bumper in said first chamber for engagmg said latch handle during operation thereof. 

14. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, including a latch 
cable extending into said first chamber and connected to said latch handle. 

15. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, including a lock 
cable extending into said second chamber and connected to said lock lever. 
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16. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, said lock lever 
defining a ramp-like sur&ce adjacent said lock lever aperture, said ramp-like surface 
angling outwardly from an inner portion of said lock lever toward said lock lever 
^erture. 

17. (Original) The door handle assembly of daim 1 1, said second outer 
wall defming a raD(4>-like sur&ce angling inwardly In said second diamber from an outer 
edge of said second wall to said second outer wall aperture. 

18. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, said lock lever 
prcgection having an inner portion thereof that angles outwardly in said chamber in a 
direction toward said second outer wall. 

19. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 1 1, said apertures have 
etkclosed sides. 

20. (Cancelled) 
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21. (Previously Presented) A method of assembling a vehicle door handle 
assembly, comprising: 

providing a housing defining first and second outer walls and a partition 
wall therebetween; 

providing a projection on the partition wall directed toward the second 

outer wall; 

providing a latch handle having a first side configured to &ce towards the 
first wall, a second side configured to fiice towaids the second wall and a latch handle 
aperture in the second side for receiving the projection of the partition wall; 

providing a lock lever having a first side configured to ftce towards the 
first wall, a second side configured to ftce towards the second wall and a lock lever 
aperture in the first side for receiving the projection of the partition wall; 

providing an aperture in one of the first outer wall of the housing and the 
first side of the latch handle, and a boss in the other of the first outer wall of the housmg 
and the first side of the latch handle; 

providing a second aperture in one of the second outer wall of the housing 
and the second side of the lock lever, and a boss in the other of the second outer wall of 
the housiiiig and the second side of the lock lever. 

the fiiregoing arrangement being such that the housing only includes three 
mounting members for receiving bodi the latdi handle and the lock lever» the three 
mountixig members bwig the projection on tiie partition wall and a combination of holes 
aUd/or bosses on the first and second outer walls^ the mounting members being arranged 
in such a manner so as to be in coaxial alignment; 

aligning the first side of the latch handle with the first outer wall of the 
housing, and fiirther aligning the second side of the latdbi handle with the partition wall; 

causing relative lateral movement between the latch handle and the 
housing by moving the latch handle into engagement with the housing, such that the latch 
handle aperture is received by the projection on the partition wall, and the aperture in one 
of the first outer wall of the housing and the first side of the latch handle is received by 
the boss in the other of the first outer wall of the housipg and the first side of the latch 
handle; 
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aligning the second side of the lock lever with the second outer wall of the 
housing, and fiufher aligning the ftrst side of the lock lever with the partition wall; and 

urging the lock lever b etween the partition wall and the second outer wall 
while deflecting the partition wall and the second outer wall outwardly relative to each 
other, such that the lock lever q^^rtuie is lecdved by the projection on the partition wall 
and the second aperture in one of the second outer wall of the housiiig and the second 
side of the lock lever is received by the boss in the other of the second outer wall of the 
housing and the second aide of the lock lever. 
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